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1, (C) THIS MESSAGE PROVIVES AN UPDATE ON THE S1TUATION IN THE
REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM AS SET FORTH IN REFERENCE MESSASE,
2, (15) PRESIOENT %H:Eu, ON 24 AUGUST, GAVE UNMISTAKABLE
OIRECTION TQ HIS$ CQMMANuuHs, THE THEME UF WHICH WAS THE CHITICAL
RELATIONSHEP—OF THEIR EFFURTS FOR THE NEXT WO AND UNE HALF MONTHS
TO THE SURVIVAL OF SOUTH VIETNAM, U8, SENIUR ADVISORS GONFIRM ~
THAT VN LUHMANDERS DOWN IO UIVM‘JIUN AND SECTOH LEVEL UND&.RSTAND

FutlLy THE IMP(IRT UF HIS INSTRUCTIONS TO GAIN AND MAINTAIN THE

ANITIATIVE IN ALL SECTURS OF SVN. ‘ DE@LASSh1ED'FUfLSEBQTT
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Coonpena e SULITARY GO sl CONER
TGr, n;gﬁ‘m ' MESSAGE ctmm
3, ¢(T8): IN MR 4 1HE ENEMY EFFORTS T0 ESTABLISH A SIGNIFICANT
PRESEMCE IN DINH TUONG PROVINGE CONTINULY HOWEVER, 1V CORPS

l

A
PAGE 2 RHﬁS#VAQ?BQkT 0P 8 ECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE
ACTICAL OPERATIONS HAVE PREVENTE THE SELZURE OF ANY IHPORTANT
POLITICAL OR MILITARY OBJECTIVES AND ARVN HAS GAINED THE UPPER
HANQ IN THAT KEY AREA, SEGMENTS OF HIGHWAY 4 HAVE BREN
INT"&RUICTE.D BY “xHALL ARMS AND B=4U FIRE FOR BRIEF Pt.RIODS, BuY
THE £ EMY HAS BEEN UNABLE TO SUSTAIN THIS ALTIVITY. an'uuxrs
kav: o EEN LARGELY TRWARTED IN (THEIR EFFORTS IN EASTERN AND
S oL DINH TUONG AS A RESULT OF 1V CORPS OPERATIONS SUPPORTED
By  /ERY EFFECTIVE U,8, TACAIR AND B=b2 EFFORT, ENEMY UNITS
-HA\ JEEN HURT BUT THEY WILL CONTINUE TU FOSE A THREAT 10
qou 4 AND THE PAGIFIC/TION PROGRAN AS A WHELE. THEREFQRE, -
ARY: OPERATIONS WILL CONTINUE r0 FOGUS ON THE ‘DESTRUCTION OF
WATI FURCE UNITS INCLUDING THE STH vE DIVISION. GENERAL NGHY
CONTINUES TO R&ACT 10 THE SITUATION AGGRESSIVELY AND INTELLe |
IGENTLY, THE LNTIRﬁ 2457 DIVISION WILL HAVE COMPLETED RETRAXNING
TODAY AND. I8 uaxno DEPLUYED TACTICALLY, THIS RESTORES. THE _
PHE-INVASION 3 DIVISION FURCE IN THE DELTA AND PERMITS e 45TH
YNFANTRY REGIMENT TO BEGIN A UADLY NEEOED TRAINING AND
REFITTING PROGRAM, THE 77 DIVISION IS EARMARKED AS JGS
WESERVE] HOMEVER, 1T WILL CONTINUE TO DPERATE 1N THE DELTA UNLESS
o N MAJOR THREAT DEVELOPS ELaEHHERh 1N=COUNTRY s PHESTDENT

T o et B o 0 W
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"Tuxeu'ié'REINFachNG‘ﬁOHTHEHN MR 1 WITM THE 7TH HANGER GROUP

FROM mn JKON 31 AUGUST TU CONPENSATE FOR THE SHIFT OF ‘THE 4TH
REGT T0 S MR f4 OVERALL, THE GEKERAL TREND IN THE DELTA 18
FAVORABLE IN THE FACE OF CONTINUED ENEMY EFFORTS TO ACHIEVE
GREATER INFLUENCE IN THE AREA, SOME STIRF ENCUUNTERS WETH |
MAJOR ENEMY FORCES ARE INEVITABLE, DUT THE ENEMY!S UPPORTUNITIES
FOR A uRAnarlc:succuss~ARﬁ GREATLY DIMINISHED,

4, (T3) HR 3 REFLECTS LITTLE PRUéRﬁSS ALTHOUGH GENERAL MINH!S

;INITIAL RﬁACTlON 70 PRESIDENT THIEU!'S STRONG GUIDANCE HAS BEEN

‘PUBITIVE AND f:IVES SOME BAS1S FUR HOPE OF IHPHOVEMFNT. WHILE

-{IT 18 DOUﬁTfUL THAT THE EN&NY HAS THE COMBAT POWER REQUIRED

IFOR A MAJOR CONVENTIONAL EFFURT, HE HAS THE CAPABILITY FOR

QSIGNIFICANT' POLITICAL AND PUYUHOLOGICAL IMPACT BY INFLICTING
FRIL’.ND.LY =CASUALT~IE5, DESTROYING MATERIEL, AND REDUCING |
SECURITY ZN AHEAS UNDER FRIENDLY CONTROL, OPHMTIONS Y0 SECURE
HIGHNAY 13 HAVE NUT BEEN PRODUCTIVE AND GENERAL MINH HAS

' FINALLY DECIDED TO CHANGE HIS TACTICS IN AN EFFURT TO AGHIEVE

GREATER MUBLLITY AND FREEUUM UF- ACTLON. THE RESULTS WILL NOT
BE EVIDENT FOR A rcw MORE DAYS BUT HIS NEW STANCE IS AT LEAST
ENCOURAGING. i

[T
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SEVERAL ﬂATTM.IUN S1ZE oM‘P H UNI(S M’PLM 10 HAV\:. HE.INI'OHCLU

'THQ,SRD NVA DIVISION IN NORTHERN BInH DINH. 11 CORPS CONTINUFS

Voo eauV LS tadi CLIER [ — F

' No()mecnon11>DecéssmcauOnnwFuu2o11ﬂyu28 |
LOG-H
TDP SECRET W lt _...55,2,44 14:6-9
5, (15) IN MR 2 ELEMENTS UF THE 28D NYA DIVISLON ALONG WITH

YO CONDUCT UFFENSIVE OPERATIONS SUPPORTED BY A LIMITED NUMBER
OF Be52 STRIKES, TACAIR AND NAVAL GUNFIRE TO THE WEST 'OF ROUTE 1o

THESE UPtRATI(JNS HAVE SUCC&SSFULLY FRUSTRATED ANY ENEMY PLANS

FOR NAJOR OFFE.NSIVE AGTION ANU AT THE SAME TIME HAVE INFLICTED
MODERATE CASUALTIES ON THE ENEMY MAIN FURCE. THE ENENY 2ND
AND 3RO DIVISIONS; RETAIN A FAIR CAPABILITY TO INT!:RPEHE WITH 11
COHPS PLANSA 1o RE:GAIN CUNTRUL OF THE AREA AND PUPULACE 1N BINK
DINH, HE ARF WATCHING OEVELUPMENTS IN THIS AREA AND IN THE

HIGHLANUS AND APPLYIRG MAuStU FIREPUHER ON ENENWY TARGETS AS THEY

ugvaLap. YN THE HIGHLANGS SMALL SCALE GROUND ATTACKS AND ATTACKS
ai FIRE HAVE INCREASED RECENTLY. E ELENENTS OF THE 320TH NVA

'n:v:sxuu HAVE REwENTERED wasTERN FLEIKU PROVINCE FRUM BASE AREAS

. 7@1/7@2. [HE THREAT DOES NOT APPEAR TQ BE OF MAJDR PROPURTIONS.
“tHE ENENY DOES HAVE A CAPABILITY TO INTERDIGT AND CUT HIGHWAYS

L4 AND 19, FOR. LIHTITED FERLODS NORTH AND WES1 OF PLEIKU, GENERAL
TOAN HAS DEVELOYED A REGINENTAL SIZE FORCE IN THE AREA'SW OF
RLEIKU TO OEVELOR THE SITUATION FURTHER, HEANKMILE HE 18

' et oy
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CONTINUING TO REVAIN, REST AND REF1T UNITS OF THE 23Ry GIVISION
IN ANTICIPATION DF DFFENSIVE: GPERATIONS TO RETAKE THE AREA TO

THE NORTH AND NORTHNEST OF KONTUM A\antm «nmmorwt.t WEATHER
L)‘twd

TOR SECRET
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UtVELUPh. THI,b LOULU (Ut'\L A’} k'M(LY AS ()LTUU‘,LBF.
6. 6TS) IN SOUTHERN MR 1 THE RENEWED ACTIVITY BY THE NVA
711TH UIVISIUN WHICH LULMlNAThD IN TNt LOSS OF F8B KOSS ANnD

GUt SON DISTRICT TOWN ON 19 AUGUST HAS DEEN PARTIALL¥ RECTIFIED

" BY THE Ab&RthIVE RLACTION OF PRESIDENT THEIU AND GEN&RAL
TRUONG » THE QUE o0N SLTBACK RESULTED FROM A 'RUURLY CONDULTED

DEFENSE BY THE 2NU ARVYN DIVISLON AND WAS INbXCU&AuLh IN LIGHT
OF THE EARLY WARNING AND FIRL SUPROHRT WHICH HAS AVAILABL&. _
BG HIEP PROVED INLUMPLTEN1 AS A'CUMBAT COMNANDER AND HIS RELIEF

A5 WELL AS THAT OF THE SUBORDINATE CUMMANDERS INVULVED HAS A

JU?TIFIABLE AND ENCOURAGING RESPONSE BY PRESTDENT THIEU WHICH
SHbUlU HAVE A STIFFEMING EFFECT ON UTHER RVNAF COMHMANDERS,
AS A RESULT OF PERSUNNﬁL AND EQUIPMENT LOSSES, THE BULK OF

THE BTH INF RtGT WILL REQUIHE REFITTING ANO RETRAININGs THE
 RtﬁURN OF THE- ATH REGINENT 10 THIS AREA WILL MAINTAIN THE

BALANCE OF FDHER IN THTS VERY IMPORTANT StCYOH WHILE THE STH

~ REGY s 0UT DP ACTION» (N THE QUANG TRI/THUA THIEN ARtA THE

BEE‘ ASSIFIED |

‘ ¥

‘PAGi-_ 6 RHMoNVAQ?BQ T 0 P S E CRE T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE

ENEMY CONTINUES TU REINFONCE ARQGUND QUANG TRI CITY. ELEMENTS

UP AT LEASY TWO REGIMENTS OF THE NVA GIQTH DIVISION HAVE BEEN
COMMITTED AND ATTACKS BY FIRE IN THE VICINITY 0F QUANG TRI CITY
HAVE 1NCR&A&&D IN FRENULNCY AND VULUME, THEY POYE THE MOST
SERIOUS DLTLRRENT T0 FRICNDLY MANEUVER AND HE ARE UEVUTING THE

MAJOR SHAHE QF OUR LFPORT TO KNQCKING DUWN THAT THREAT. ONE THE

b a T R i W
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NATIONAY WILITARY COMMAND CENTER AgSlFl[g
TO m&b . ' MLS:'.HGE CENIER

. SUPPLY SIDE, THE NOKTH VIbTNAMLat ARE PRESENTLY CONDUGTING. A
© YRANSPORTATION OFFENSIVE INVOLVING MOVEMENT OF ORDNANCE AND

»
OTHER WAR RELATED SUPPLIES SOUTH THROUGH SUPPORT FACILITIhS

LOCATED IN" SOUTHERN NORTH VILTNAH. THIS LOGISTILAL PUdH

CHHICH BLGAN AP)DUT 10 l'\UuUbT NILL PROBAGLY LAsT AUUUT dfd DAYb.

SINCE IT8 STAHT. ALTHUUGH WE ARE NDT' CERTAIN: AF THE EXACT ' "
W | ' 0 ’ 4

AMOUNTS ¢ HE KNGH THAT HUNDREDS OF TUNb UF|0RUNANCE AND -l g

_EQUIPM&NT HAVh BEEN bHIPPhD SQUTRWARD , Tﬂe BULKF OF THESE |

. SHIRMENTS APPEAR TD BE AMMUNITIUN OF ALL TYPES, AS WELL AS

._SIGNIFchNT QUANTITIES OF AK=47 RIFLES AND §2,7HM HACHINE GUNS ¢
GENERAL TRUONG FEELS THAT THE ENEMY HAS DECIDED 70 FIGHT THE
DECISIVE BATTLE IN THS GUANG TRI AREA AND WE IS ORIENTING
HIS OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS ON THE MAJUR ENEMY FURCES RATHER
“THANVON TERRALN OBJECTIVES. OUR Bw52 AND TACAIR EFFORT 18

5T

#9789 o

anotES. o . | - .
REF 19 90320 o

REG DISTR INSTRUCTIONS FROM CJCS
-ﬂUMBER'GDP;gS.';

com MRC T 7 .
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YO P S ECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR ADH MCCAIN INFO ADM MOURER FROM
GSNERAL'wﬁvnnu. DELIVER DURING WAKING HOURS, FINAL SEC OF 2

CLUSELY SOURDEINATED WITH HIS STRATEGY AND APPE#RS TO 8E é
‘;.PAYING OFF, THE RANGER OPERATION INTO BASE AREA 114 HAS MET ‘ ' I
VERY LITTLE RESISTANCE WHICH TENDS TO SUPPORT THE THESIS THAT %
ITHE ENEMY HAIN.EFFORT IS IN THE QUANG YRI AREA HITH A g

g

 SECONDARY EFFORT AIMED Ar HUE ASTRIDE RQUTE 547 o THE 187
DIVISION HAS DOGGEDLY CONTINUtD 10 SPOIL ?Hh ENEMY'S
OFFENSIVE PLANS AND HAS!EDGED WESTWARD BEYOND BASTOGNE

SIGNIFICANTLY DECKEASING THE THREAT TO HUE FROM THAT SECTOR. e
FURTHER TO THE SKJUTlHEABTu HUWEVER, THENE ARE INDICAYIONS THAT |
THE ENEMY HAY BE KEDISPUSING HIS FORCES THUS INCHEASING THE

0]
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THE ENERY ALONG THE PRESENT LINES OF CONTACT, THUS FORCING HIM
TD CONCENTRATE AND PRESENT LUGRATIVE TARG&TS FOR ALLIED
FIREPOWER. PROGRESS WILL BE SLOW UNTIL WEATHER OR THE STEADY.

C ATTRITION OF ENEMY STRENGTH FORCES A GHANGE IN ENENY TACTlcs.
7. (TS} OVEHALL,. THROUGHOUT THt REPUBLIC THERE ARE -
(INDICATIONS THAT THE ENENY HILL ATTEMPT MORE WHIGH POINT®

- ACTIVITY, PERHAPS AS hANLY AS 2 SERTEMBER, IN MK 4 THIS
ACTIVITY WILL PROBABLY TAKE THE FORM OF INCREASED ATTACKS N
ISOLATED FRIENOLY LOCATLONS LGUPLED HITH A GORTINUATION OF

HIS PRESENT EFFURT T0 ESTABLISH A saaawaa PRESENCE IN DINM
TUONG AND ADJACENT PROVINCES WHERE HIs 0BJECTLVES AP;&AR 10 ‘f
INCLUDE® CONTROL QF A PORTION, OF ROUTE 4. THE dxHUATon N

MR 8 FAYORS INCREASED ENEMY AGTIVITY IN THE FURN oF Arvﬂcxs bv
FIRE, ANV GROUND ATTACKS AGAINST FRYIENDLY uﬂxrs AND
INSTALLATIONS wn:cu APPEAR VULNERABLE, THE ARVN PRE~OCCURATION
WHITH HIGHWAY 13 ANU THE CONTINUED CONCENTRATION DF AMVN ﬁoHCEs'
THERE WIlL PERMIT WHL ENEMY TO SURGE HIS LEVEL OF ACTIVITY, THE
SURGE WILL PROBABLY INCLUGE ATTACKS ON HAJOR FRIENDLY INSTALL=
ATIONS ANQ ROSSIBLY ON SALGUN ITSELF, A MAJOR EFFORT TO PHEEMPT
THESE ENEMY PLANS IS UNDERWAY, THERE.IS ALWAYS THE DANGER,

T0R-secer
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HOWEVER, OF SOME ENEMY ACTION WHICH WHILE NOT OF GREAT MIL .
SIGNIF XGANCE JOULD HAVE SEVERE WOLITILAL/PSYCHOLDG{CAQ IMPAC ;
FARTICULARLY LN THE SAIGON AREAR. (N MR 2 TRE ENMY BURGE CAN‘B
EXPECTED™NIN INCLUDE ATTACKS ON [SOLATED FRIENOLY AREAS .
PARTICULARLY IN BBUTHNEST PLEIKU PROVINCE., ADDITIUNALLY HE ERN‘
ATTEHPT To RETAKE nue QR MORE OF THE DISTRICY TOWNS IN NORTH
‘BINH DINH PROVICE,: "IN SOUTHERN MR 1 WITH THE CHANGE IN .
LEADERSHIP IN THE 2D ARVN nlvxsxow, THE SITUATION IN YHE O M
AREA SHOULD IMPROVE MARKEULY HIGH POINT. ACTIVITY BY THE ENEMY
IN THLS AREA MAY INGLUDE ABF'S AGAINST sausx1xva AREAS AND A?E |
ATTtHPT 10 ATTACK INTO THE COASTAL LOWLANDS TO. INTERDICT Rz:ngﬁ
sodfﬂ OF DA NANG, IN NORTHERN MR { THE ENEMY LOGISTICS OFF _

orR
- AND HIS CONTINUED REINFORCEMENT IN THE GUANG TRI SECT

- INDICATE THAT H18 SURGE OBJECTIVES CONTINUE TO BE THE uaraarlv

OF THE ARVN EFFORT Yo RECAPTURE LOST TERRITORY AND secuuonzz

AT ATTACK HUES TWROUGHOUT THE RVN WE ARE NOTING AN INCREAD

IH MOVEMENT OF SAPPER UNITS AND WE CAN EXPECT SAPPER Y
PARTIﬁIPATION uuntuc THE COMING PERLOD OF ANCREASED ACTIVIT ;QS
WHILE THESE TALTILS ‘OFTEN INFLIGT nnavv AMAGE (o 1N3¥ALLATI ' I
THEIR RESULTS TEND TO:J: TRANSITORY ANU UauALL+ ARE cusﬁLv 0

: R
"y

‘. L . i ‘ . . lll ! _ [ !'!,-': . 1 ' “" i I
‘ ‘:u‘}ll .

LT @]

. . 1VE
PAGE & RHMSHYAS790 T O P Q,&ff’"’h 1 SPECAT EXCLUS

N THE
THE ENEMY IN TERMS OF LUSbES NITHIN HIS SAPPER UNITS, IN T

__TOP-SECRET .
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LONG RUN THE SAWBER ORGANIZATIONS MAY BE BlﬂAjsn SEVEHELY, MUCH

UE{ILHOUII il [

8,, (r8) ;THE NECES\;SITY OF CONTINUING TO PRUVIDE US AIR AND

. AS THE VCI SUI-F'H\LD DUNINQ.-TH Or 19Ga,

NAVAL SUPPORT TO THE RVNAF WITH NO REDUCTION IN THE CURRENT
LEVEL OF EFFORT BECOMES MORE APHARENT AS EVENTS UNFOLD. THIS
SUPPORT “CONTINUES TQ BE THE DECISIVE ELEMENT. FUR EXAMPLE,
WITHOUT IT THE QUE SON SETBACK WOULO HAVE BEEN A ODISASTER, .

6, (T6) IN SUMMARY, THE SITUATION DURING THE RAST THREE

WEEKS INDICATES A POSITIVE TREND IN MR 4, SOME DETERIORATION

IN MR 3, PROGRESS BUT SOME POTENTIAL RISKS IN MR 2, A

PARTIALLY ALLEVIATED DETERIORATION IN SOUTHERN WR 1, AND SLOW,
som&wﬁAf COLSTLY, BUT STEADY PRUGRESS IN THE QUANG TRI/THUA
THIEN AREA. THE INFLUENCE OF AEATHER HAS BEEN LESS FRONOUNCED |
THAN NORMAL FUR THIS TIME OF (YEAR] HOMEVER, THIS SHOULD PECOME
A s;cnx&xcayr FAGCTOR WITHIN THE NEXT SIX WEEKS, THIS WILL BE
PARTICULARLY TRUE IN THE DELTA AND NURTHERN mnx; RAINFALL IN,
THE DELTA. HAS BEEN WELL BELOW AVERAGE FUR THE PAST THREE MONTHS
HOWEVER, SEASONKL FLOODING HAS BEGUN. THIS FUTS THE ENEMY UNDER
PKESSURE TO ACHIEVE HIS OBJECTIVES 8EFORE THE WIGH HATER HAKES

A
.l
.oW

PAGE 5 RHMSMVAG79% T O P § E C R E T SPECAT EXTLUSIVE
THIS INFEASIBLE, IN TURN HIS HASTE WAKE HIM VULNERABLE TO-

FRIENOLY COUNTERACTION, IN NORTH&RN MR { THE RAINFALL IN NE&T!:.RN
THUA THIEN AND QUANG TRI HAS BEEN B&.LOH AYERAGE AND FLOODING

COF.THE STREAMS TO THF EAST HAS NOT SI(:NI#‘ICAN,TLY INHIBITED hNtHY

| o |
‘ : oo
No Objec’non To Declassification in Full 201 1/’04/28 LOC-HAK-244-14-6-9
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ROVEHENT FOR t.XHNDLU PL“-!UUJ.. RWITH THE ONSET OF JTHE NORTHEASH

\n.

MONSOON CARLY IN OCTOBER, MAJOR MILITARY UPERATIONS BY BOTH SIDES
. h ‘

YELLASS I

WILL BECOME INCREASINGLY DIFFICULT, INDICATIONS OF AN UPCOMING
SURGE IN ENEMY ACTIVITY INDIGATE THAT WE ARE APPRUACHING A

CRITIGAL PERIUD,OVERALL THE GVN, WITH CONTINUED US SURPORT

.
AT THE CURRENT LEVEL, SHOULD BE ASLE TO ABSORH THE EXPECTHEO

INCREASE IN THE TEMPO OF ENEMY OPERATIONS IN THE NEAR TERM AND
REGIN THE OVERALL INITIATIVE ONCE THE ENENY HAS COMPLETED HI1S

© SURGE. GDS=1982
- BT

wo790 |
ANNUTES o | R
REG DISTR INSTRUCTIONS FROM (JC§ |

CoM MRC | |

NNNN L R -
2906382, 0w . | | -
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